
From the Top of the Rock Pile
Bret Fonnesbeck – Club President

Hey Everyone,

Another month has gone by and the heat is upon us.  
I have been thinking about what to say this month for 
several weeks now.  With all that is going on in the 
world and the many differing opinions about why, it 
has been difficult to navigate through daily life for 
some.  I hope that all of you are getting along okay 
and I wish the best for all of you.  

Fortunately, we have technology that allows us to still 
communicate with one another and to share ideas.  I 
would like to invite all of you that are not yet on our 
club Facebook group to look us up and join.  It is a 
great forum for sharing what you are doing.  It is not 
the Facebook page but a Group, there is a difference.  
If you need help, please contact one of the 
Presidency and we can get you in the right place.  It 
has been fun to see what others are out there 
collecting and making with their rocks.

This month we are going to have the Club Picnic at 
the Bowery behind the Event Center at the Cache 
County Fairgrounds.  It is scheduled for August 13th at
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President Message Continued:

7:00 PM.  The Club will be providing drinks but for this year we will leave it up to you to bring your 
own meal instead of having a potluck.  We will be having a raffle and talking a little about 
upcoming trips, and meetings for the club.  Come on out and enjoy each other’s company.

We have some great trips coming up to some new places.  For those of you coming on the trips 
please remember it is hot.  Bring lots of water.  We want everyone to be safe on these outings.

We have a new Kids Club Director, Maria Gates.  I think she is going to do great.  Please give her all 
the support you can.
I look forward to seeing you all at the picnic.  Thanks for all you do.

Bret Fonnesbeck
President 

Cache Rock and Gem Club
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First Presidents Message:

Summer is in full swing and that means gardeners are outside watering/weeding and we 
rockhounds are sorting/organizing our collections.

With field trips occurring on a regular basis I once again find myself with overflowing buckets or I 
should say “half buckets” in an effort to minimize the garage mess I did last year. And with all the 
new collected material, now more than ever is the time to high grade and transform rough to the 
next stage, be it slabs, specimens or just a pile to get rid of. I have posted to our Facebook group a 
post titled “Show us your shed” in hopes that we can learn what each of us do at this sort/storage 
stage. Maybe a “show and tell” will be of benefit and we can learn from those who are good at it. 
Please take a picture or comment with examples. As you can see I have a long ways to go so don’t 
be afraid to admit if there is no organization, I’m with you there.

Be well and we will see you at the club picnic.

Patrick Carroll
1st VP

Cache Rock and Gem Club
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August Kemmerer Wyoming Trip
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From the trip committee, for August we only have one trip planned it will be on the 
15th . We will be going up to the Kerry, Idaho area, we will be meeting in Malad at 6:00 
A.M., at the chevron station, which is the first Malad exit.  Going up from there, it’s 
about a three and a half hour drive.  We will be looking for agate (moss, red white ), 
jasper (greens, red, brown), petrified wood, and agate with quartz inside and 
whatever else we can find. 

Just a heads up that on Sept. 5th we will have another early morning trip to Mountain 
View, Wyoming and on Sept. 25-27 we are making plans to go to the Owahee desert if 

we can find some places with good material.

Dave Nielson

2nd Vice President

Trip Manager

Cache Rock and Gem Club

Chairman of the Board Message

I hope that everyone is well and doing good during this outbreak.  August has finally come but has 
brought the heat with it. I hope everyone is staying safe and drinking plenty of fluids.  Just an update 
for everyone, we now have a new person that is going to take over the kid’s club. Her name is Maria 
Gates and we meet the other day and she is ready to do a good job.  Make sure that you bring your 
kids with you when you come to the meetings so that they get to meet her and do the fun activities 
that she has planned for them.  The Northwest Federation has a program for the kids, so that they can 
earn badges and we will be adding this program to our kid’s club.  

We did talk about our show for next year and if we can get back into the swing of things, we are going 
ahead with the plans for next year’s Rock Show.  The dates with be May 13th, 14th and 15th at the 
fairgrounds.  We are going to try and make this a good show, so start to plan for it.  Well, keep safe and 
hope to see all of you soon.

Gary Warren.

Rock Show Director

Chairman of the Board

Cache Rock and Gem Club

Dave’s Trip Committee Update
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Junior Members

August 2020

Peridot
Peridot is derived from the Arabic faridat, which 
means gem, some believe it’s rooted in the Greek 
word peridona, meaning “giving plenty.” Perhaps 
that’s why peridot was, according to lore, 
associated with prosperity and good fortune.

Though it is known as “the Evening Emerald” 
because of its sparkling green hue, peridot looks 
good any time of day.
Most of the world’s peridot supply comes from 
the San Carlos Reservation in Arizona. Other 
sources are China, Myanmar, Pakistan, and Africa.

Peridot only measures 6.5 to 7 on the Mohs scale. 
So, while the raw crystal is prone to cracking 
during cutting, the finished gemstones are robust 
and easy to wear.

Sardonyx
Sardonyx combines alternating layers of sard and 
onyx—two types of the layered mineral 
chalcedony—to create a reddish zebra-striped 
gemstone with white bands.

The finest examples of sardonyx, which display 
sharp contrasts between layers, are found in India. 
Other sources include Brazil, Germany, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Madagascar, Uruguay, and the 
United States.

Measuring 6.5 on the Mohs hardness scale, 
sardonyx is widely available and relatively 
inexpensive as gems, beads, and jewelry. It is 
often carved into cameos, intaglios, and brooches 
to show the color contrast between layers.

Spinel
The spinel is often mistaken for either a ruby or 
pink sapphire, as it can resemble both. In fact, 
some of the most famous rubies in history have 
turned out to be spinel. But its distinguishing 
features, like its octahedral crystal structure and 
single refraction, are what sets it apart from other 
gemstones.

Significant deposits of spinel have been found in 
Cambodia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. It 
has also been found in Afghanistan, Australia, 
Brazil, Madagascar, Nepal, Nigeria, Tadzhikistan, 
Tanzania, and the United States.

Courtesy American Gem Society

August Birthstones

Cache Rock & Gem Club Welcomes New Junior 
Club Manager Maria Gates

Introduction from Maria:  I live in Amalga, have two adult sons. My 
husband and I are enjoying life as empty nesters. I love animals and 
currently have a horse, donkey, goats, chickens, cats, and a dog. I 
work at USU at the UT Water Research Lab as a Business Manager. 
For as long as I remember I have loved rocks. I enjoy finding, 
collecting, and learning about them. I am excited about the 
opportunity to work with the kids in the Rock Club.

Rocks & Minerals Word Search
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Only trained shed crew are authorized  
to set up and run the saws.

Cost is ;  
Wheels

Adults
$2.00

Jr. members
$1.00

I haveRocks

in my Shed!

Shed Crew:

Larry Christopherson 435-723-6476

Bret Fonnesbeck 435-757-4927

Gary Warren 435-720-1775

CR&GC Members Rock Shed *Open With Restrictions See Below*

400 West 60 South  
Hyrum, UT

Slab saw cost 0.20 per inch of rough

Rock Buckets
The club has 3 gallon buckets 
of rough rock for sale.  The 
rough is a varied collection 
from club trips and includes 
petrified wood, palm, agate, 
etc.  The cost is $10.00 to club 
members.  If interested 
contact one of the club 
officers.   

Shed Rules
*Three people in the
shed to maintain space 
& social distancing. 
*The shed is open on
Wednesday Evenings   5-
8pm
Saturday Mornings 9am-
1pm
*By appointment only!
*Please contact Larry
Christophersen @
(435)723-6476.  You 
may text, but start the 
text out with CRGC. If
Larry does not answer 
please leave a voicemail 
and he will get back 
with you.  You can also 
email Larry at larry-
0021@comcast.net

Tooele Gem & Mineral Society -
09/24/2020
Start Date: 09/24/2020

End Date: 09/26/2020

Contact: Robert Vigil

Contact Phone: -

Venue: Dow James Building

Address:

400 North 400 West

Tooele , UT 84074

Website: https://www.facebook.

com/Tooele-Gem-Mineral-

Society-1742342656045404/

Upcoming Show ***Subject to Cancellation***

http://cacherockgemclub.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Tooele-Gem-Mineral-Society-1742342656045404/
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Club Member Advertisements & Upcoming Show Information

Dee Findlay
dafind_55@yahoo.com

307 350-5386

Richard Kocurek
www.brightstargemstones.com

Bright Star Gemstones
970.349.9327

Bob & Maria Stewart
(435)258-0025 
(435)764-5741

Please call for an appointment.
bobhstewart@q.com

mexicanroseagates@gmail.com

We have been assembling a large 
collection  of silicates, mainly agate, 

jasper and quartz  from Mexico for over 
10 years. We are now  offering our 

collection for sale online and at  various
rock and gem shows. Our mission is to 
find, collect and sell the finest agate,  

jasper, geodes and other forms of  
chalcedony, mainly from family-owned  
property in Mexico, to offer to you at  

affordable prices.

Vbenterrprize
vanbrown722@gmail.com

Craig’s Wire Wrappings

Professional quality jewelry wire 
wrapping. Cabs (all shapes-mineral or 

fossil), sea glass or tumbled glass, 
crystals, coins, etc. Tree of Life-open 
or on stone, necklaces, rings. Gold, 

rose gold, sterling silver, copper, 
brass wire. Club member discount. 
See examples on FB@ Craig’s Wire 

Wrappings. 435-730-5556.

North Star Turquoise 
Clint & Louisa

https://www.facebook.c
om/groups/1483965771

911841/
www.nsturquoise.com

802-782-7330
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Special Congress  
Representing Involved  

Bulletin Editors  
scribe.rbnet.net

Club Officers
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Board Members

Title Name E-mail

Chairman Gary Warren rock_hunter1@hotmail.com

Shed Manager Larry Christophersen Larry-0021@comcast.net

Trip Manager Dave Nielsen dsnielsen@live.com

Jr Club Manager Maria Gates

Graphic Design Manager Kirk Lorrigan

Rock Show Manager Gary Warren rock_hunter1@hotmail.com

Assistant Rock Show Manager Bret Fonnesbeck crgc.president@gmail.com

Advertising Manager LuAnn Willmore momouse@gmail.com

Web Master/Social Media Jessica Vahsholtz iwannarockandgolf@yahoo.com

Welcoming Committee Manager Marsha Christophersen

News Bulletin Editor Jessica Vahsholtz iwannarockandgolf@yahoo.com

Title Name E-Mail

President Bret Fonnesbeck crgc.president@gmail.com

1st Vice President Patrick Carroll trkcarroll@yahoo.com

2nd Vice President Dave Nielsen dsnielsen@live.com

Secretary Tasia Palmer

Treasurer Anita McCollum anitamccollum@comcast.net
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